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developed a great love for the literature and history of the Kamata,
commenced to publish archaeological studies from 1879 A.D. In 1884
he became part-time Director of Archaeology, and in 1890 a separate
Archaeological Department was constituted. A detailed epigraphic
survey of the State was started, and the results were published by
the time he laid down his office in 1906.

The most important piece of work done by Mr. Rice was the
collection of nearly 9,000 inscriptions. These were read by him
with the assistance of the Pandits and published from time to time
in the Epigraphia Carndtica (see Chapter VI., p. 251) with the texts
in Kannada characters and transliteration in Roman characters,
together with translations in English and introductory notes. The
general results of the whole survey were published in a separate
volume entitled Mysore and Coorg from the Inscriptions (Constable,
1909). The Epigraphia Carnatica series, initiated in 1886, contains
twelve large volumes, which are an indispensable source of informa-
tion for the history of the Deccan. Among Mr. Rice's discoveries
may be mentioned the minor rock edicts of Asoka in north Mysore,
which revealed the extension of the Mauryan empire into the
Deccan, the Talgunda pillar inscription disclosing the history of
the Kadamba dynasty, the Bhadrabahu and other inscriptions of
Sravanabelgula relating to the traditional connection of Chandra-
gupta Maurya with the Deccan, the Vokkaleri plates throwing new
light on the history of the Chalukyas, and the Atakur lithic record
describing the relations between the Rashtrakutas, the Gangas and
the Cholas. Mr. Rice also collected hundreds of manuscripts, to
preserve which the Government Oriental Library was founded at
Mysore. He also selected and published in the Bibliotheca Carnatica
series some of the most important classical works of Kannada litera-
ture, and these publications won for Kannada (Kanarese) a place in
the world of ancient Indian literature*